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P REF 4A 


H E deſign of this little poetical piece is to inſtrutt 4 
race of men in their religious duties, and to inſpire 
them with a chearful and patient ſubmiſſion to the will of di- 
vine providence, who are favoured with the ſmalleft opporitue 
nities of availing themſelves of inſtructiun. The fen is a vaſt 
plain, inter ſected with various natural and artificial rivers, 
defended with high banks, to prevent the over-flowing of the 
high country floods in their, paſſage to ſea. On theſe banks 
the inhabitants, for their better ſecurity, erect their miſerable 
dwellings, at a great diſtance ſometimes from each other, and 
very remote from their pariſb churches, to which they rare 
reſort, unleſs to a wedding, a chriftening, or a burying. So 
hat they ſcem to be cut off from the community, and are de- 
prived of almoſt every advantage of ſocial life. It is a rare 
thing to meet with @ village of twenty bauſes together, unteſs in 
their towns, from which they are many miles diſtant. They 
are, therefore, excluded every opportunity of the very laue 
education, and few of them arrive at a higher erudition thau 
to be aMe to read and write, 
The idiom of this poem is, in the general, calculated for the 
meridian of ther underſtanding, ſome few inſlances only ex- 
; — C ept ed, 
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(4) 


cepted, where imitations of the moſt eminent Latin and En 
Fs authors are introduced for the amuſement of the learned. 
Frequent alluſions are made to the facred ſcriptures, as often as 
the nature of the ſubje& would admit, this being perhaps the 
only book they ever read, probably the only one they have ever ſeen. 
Many moral refle8tions are alſo made to proceed out of the 
mouth of the poor fen-man, when he ſees his fate determined, 
and no other reſource left him, but the fortitude of his own 
mind, and the patience of his natural diſpoſition, all tending 1 
inſpire a ſet of men with a calm reſignation to the divine will, 
who, of all human beings, have the moſt xg; equent occaſions to 2 
mit themſelves to the * folate dig diſpoſal of providence. To an 

upland farmer, the loſs of his 4 or the failure of his crop 
may be repaired by another more kindly feaſen; but @ drowned 
ear ftrips the poor fen-man of every conveniency of life, bis all 
it gone, he is compelled to abandon his twelling, and has not 
an inch f dry land to ſet his foot on. 


F the rich and great, who are clothed in purple and for 
linen, and fare ſumptuouſly every day, fbould condeſcend to 
look into this humble performance, it cannot but awaken their 
ſenſibility with the diſtreſſes of many, who in this dreadful ca- 
lamity, would be glad to be fed with the crumbs which fall 
from their table. The milkineſs of human nature muſt over- 
om, to the relief of theſe miſerable wretches, many of whom 
may be ſaid fo be even deftitute of a place where to lay their 
bead, 
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IN UN DAT ION. 


F ſudden floods deſcending on the plain, 

Which threat to drown a ſinful land again, 
Whoſe ſwelling ſurge with unreſiſted ſway, 
The lowly cot and cattle ſweeps away, e 
Sing, heav'nly Clio, thou that did'ſt inſpire 2 
Thy fav'rite Naso with poetic fire; 
Aſſiſt my weak endeavours to purſue 
The ſimilar tale, and make his fable true. 

| 1 | 


V. 1, 2, 3, 4. atiata ruunt per apertos Bummi campos, 
ky * Ster ſatis arbuſta fimul, pecudeſq; viroſq; 


v cumq; ſuis 1 penetralia 
ak. 7: Oni. Mer. lib. 2 


- 


V. 5. Sing, beav ny Clio. She was one of the nine muſes, troneſs of 
hiſtoric poetry. She derives her name from a Greek "On pie Glory, 
in alluſion to the honour and fame of the actions ſhe records. 


V. 8. And make his fable true. Alluding to the d of Deucalion's 
deluge i in Ovid's Metamorphoſes, which was in reality N ood, diſguiſed. 
by poetical fiction, but is actually realized in the preſent ſituation of the Fens. 


(6) 


And as thou moy'd the Grecian bard to write 
Of frogs embattl'd for the bloody fight, 10 
Strengthen the efforts of my trembling pen | 
To celebrate an humble race of men, 
Alike amphibious, by kind Nature's hand 
Form 'd to exiſt on water or on land. 


I) be glorious ſun, bright regent of the day, I5 
For five dry ſeaſons with his ſultry ray, 

Had warm'd the earth, and in diurnal round, 

Exhal'd the vapours from the fenny ground; 

The leſs' ning flood relinquiſhes the ftrand, . FER 

And laughing Cxxxs repofleſs'd the land. | 20 

As nature kindly had perform'd her part, | 

She meets aſſiſtance from her handmaid art. 

The banks are heighten'd, proper engines force 

Th' expanded waters to their uſual courſe, 


| The 
v. 5 Of frogs, &c. Homer's battle of the frogs and mice. 
- —_ I" 1 of Milton. | 
2 in — was ſeen, 
| Regent of day. Par. Loft, B. 7. 


V. 20. And Ceres, c. In the 
_ bers „Ec. ancient mythology Ceres was the 


LS 1 


The ſwampy bog now yields luxuriant grain, 25 
And yellow harveſts glad the low-land ſwain. 


The patient Fzn-Man, who endur'd long time 
The various hardſhips of the wat'ry clime, 
Whoſe ſlaught'ring gun and faithful dog had fed 
His wife and little family with bread, | 30 
Now holds the plough, turns up the moory ſoil, | 
And finds a vaſt increaſe reward his toil. 
His fields are cropt with diff rent ſorts. of grain, 
His ſheep and oxen graze the chearful plain. 


He ſees himſelf compleatly happy now, 35 
And calm content fits ſmiling on his brow. 4 
B 2 F 


V. 26. And yellow harveſts glad, &c. Quid faciat lætas ſegete. 
Virg. Geo. 1. lin. 1. 
V. 27. The patient fen-man, &c. This epithet is moſt ſtrictly applied to 
him, ſince the life of a North-American ſavage is vaſtly preferable to his. 
They both live by their gun: the one traverſes the woods and mountains in ſearch 
of his prey, and retires at night to a warm cabin, with plenty of fuel to warm 
the rigour of the climate; the other in a little ſkiff, which a puff of wind would 
overſct, paddles about the water till the evening, and comes home wet and cold 
to his miſerable hut, and lies ſcarcely dry and warm all night in his bed. The 
American Indian alſo bears a near reſemblance to our hero; as a fiſherman, he has 
his canoe, and ventures upon the ſholes in ſearch of fiſh, he has alſo his favourite 
dog to attend him, and — that as he is his conſtant and faithful companion in. 
this life, he will be in ” | 
But thinks, admitted to that equal ſky, 
His faithful dog ſhall bear him company. 


=” B. 1. 
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But when frail Fortune ſmiles, and goods increaſe, 
Our pride and vanity keep equal pace. 

He feels th' effects of more propitious climes, 
And now his proſpects alter with the times. 

His little hut, which by the bankfide ſtood, 
Cover'd with coat of ſedge, the walls of mud, 
Where each domeſtic uſe one room ſupplies, 

His victuals here he dreſſes, here he lies: 

5 A little lattice to let in the ay, | 
With half extinguiſh'd light and glimm'ring ray, 
Appears contemptuous in his loftier eye, 

And much too ftreighten'd for his family. 

He builds a handſom box on purchas'd ground, 
His fields and paſtures lic contiguous round, 

The neighb' ring hinds admiring as they pa 
The red-brick'd front, the ſaſhes glitt"ring glaſs. 


4.9 


45 


50 


Barns 


V. 5A. The neight ring hinds, Se. An old Saxon word Tignifying a ſervant 


2 labourer. 
* " The Hadith d front, 
ke front the fer baren plas 


in one For J:zaroum: hewas a common 
banker, and, en drowned — _ for bus family, 


venturers in making and repairing thei banks; got money, purchas d adventu- 
rer's lands at a rs, joey, by a happy ſucceſſion of dry ſeaſons, grew very . 


This whole character 
labourer in the 22 

according to the cuſtom 
He was employed by the corporation of ad- 


* 
Po 0004 2H RS CN ; 
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(9') 
| Barns, yards, conveniences of ev'ry kind, 
A uſeful garden ſhelter'd from the wind, 


Hogs in the ſtye and pullets at the door, 
And ducks and geeſe and turkeys, many a ſcore. 


Our troubles with our affluence increaſe, 
Plagued with too much, and yet diſpleas'd with leſs, 
His barns are now too little to contain 
The plenteous produce of his annual grain, 
He builds them larger, and contrives more room, . 
To hoard his goods and fruit for years to come. 
Like the rich fool, to himſelf he fondly ſays, 
ge merry, eat and drink, and take thine eaſe.” 


What is all earthly bliſs, but infant's toys? | 
How vain our hopes! how fleeting are our joys! 


65 


The 


rich. He built a handſom brick and ſaſn'd houſe, near the bank of the hundred 
foot, at Oxload, in the of Downham, in the iſle of Ely, Which in a better 
country, would well deſerve the name of a hall place, and become an elegant 


. dwelling for a rural — "He was employed as an officer under 


cofpora- 


tion, and at laſt got to be a conſervator. He was 2 walliterate, but this 
was to his advantage; if his. billsfor works done 4 d paſſed cur- 
rent, it was very well, if they were objected to, he-. n fying 


it was as fault of his. tranſcriber, for he could neither reg nor write. 


(10) 


The hour we think our happineſs compleat, 


© The ſcene's revers'd, and we lament our fate. 
* 


For now rough winter comes, the welkin low” rs, | 
Pregnant with boiſt'rous ſtorms and frequent ſhow” rs, 70 
The ſouth wind rifes on her madid wings, 

And the low hov'ring clouds together brings. 

As at the deluge forty days and nights ” { 

The rain deſcended from the mountain's heights, 1 

As all the fountains of the deep broke forth, 75 

And heaven's windows op'd to drown the earth; 

80 now three wat ry moons” inceſſant rain, 

Came pouring down upon the marſhy plain. 

From all the neighb'ring hills the torrents glide, 

And meet the influx of the foaming tide. 80 


Waves roll'd on waves accumulated riſe, 

And intermix their waters with the ſkies. 
The ſtouteſt banks in vain oppoſe their force, 
Ss In vain the.art pf man repels their courſe, 


. 3 A | 
3 b, An old Saxon word ſignifying the ſky. 
v. 3 | [ann 7 5 wind riſes on her madid wings, 
; the low bv ring clouds together brings. Alluding to Milton, 


Mean while the ſouth wind roſe and with black wings 
Wide hovering all the clouds together drove. Par. Loſt. B. 11. 


611) 


A breach at laſt is made, the currents pour, 83 
Thro' the deep chaſm with tremendous roar. 

Th' alarm'd inhabitants deſert their home, 

Whilſt round their dwellings raging billows foam, 

Betake them to their oars, and ſafely row 

Over thoſe very lands they us'd to plow. 90 
Far as the wide horizon bounds the plain, 

NeeTuxE extends his watery domain. 

*Twixt land and wave the diff rence is no more, 

All is an open ſea without a ſhore. 

A vaſt expance, beyond what eye can ken, 99 
From Ely's lofty tow'rs to Lincoln fen. 

There the fam'd abby ſtrikes the gazer's ſight, 

At once with pleaſing horror and delight. 

The mighty ruins, mould'ring walls, expreſs 


The ancient grandeur of this ſacred place, oo 
DER e Where 
V. 89, 90, Betak? them to their dars and Jofety row | | 
| Over thoſe very lands, they us d to plow. In imitation of Ovid's 
Metam. —————Cymbi ſedet alter adunca, ® © ©, | 
Et ducit remos illic, ubi nuper ararat. L. 1. 
r. 3 
V. 93, 94. In imitation of ditto. "4A 


Jamq; mare et tellus nullum diſcrimen habebant. 
Omnia pontus erant. Deerant quoq; littora ponts. 


(12+) 
ec. Where, Cao w EAN arc thy domes, thy ſtately tow 5 
Fhe ruſt of time thy prieſtly pride devours, 
Thy broken colummns elaſping ivy twines, 
And rev rend moſs ſurrounds thy mangled ſhrines. 


< Where the loud organ charm'd the tuneful choir, 105 
The hooting ow] and ominous bat retire.” 
Built and endow'd by Mexc1a's princely hand, 

The pamper d Azzor fixes here his ſtand, 

To riot on the fatneſs of the land. 

Where verdant paſtures once were wont to feed 10 


Te ine-fleec'd * and ox of largeſt breed; | 
Where 


V. 101. Where, Crewtand, Se. The reader will excuſe this digreſſion, when 
he reflects that it is deſigned as a compliment to the fen country, on recollecting 
the many noble religious foundations, which have formerly adorned it. Dearham, 
Shouldham, Marham, Pentney and Wormegay abbies, in Norfolk; Ramſey ab- 


the fens of Huntingtonſhire, which was poſſeſſed of vaſt lordſhips and 
AAA in Nerbotl, great part of which are now 2 of the antient 


family of the Hares of Stow Bardolph. In the fens of Lincolnſhire, Thorney, 
and Crowland abbies. | 


V. 107. Built and endow'd by Mercia's princely hand. The abby of Crowland 
was built by Ethelbald, King of Mercia, at a vaſt expence, as the foundation 
was a and chey were W e to ſupport 
the noble ſuperſtructure; it was alſo largely endow'd by him: but to ſee the alte- 
ration of time! the remains of this magnificent edifice is NOW, a pariſh church, 
and the vicarage 2 5/. per ann. and by Sacre. 

V. 108. The pamper'd abbot, &c. The preſent face of 8 wears a 
very different aſpect to what it did formerly; for it is a maxim, wherever we ſee 
— the circumjacent lands were rich and fertile. For as the 


e) 


Where rapid rivers yield the fiſhy prey, 
To faſt delicious on each maigre day. 


But ſeaſons change, the ſoil fo rich before, 


By frequent inundation's render'd poor. 115 
The country's deſolate, the people fled, 

And in a ſafer climate ſeek their bread. 

The ruſhing waters cover all the plain, 

And the ſea re-aſſumes her own again. 


Devouring pyke o'er flow'ry meadows ſtray, 120 
Where ſportive regains us'd to friſk and play. 
C | = The 


eccleſiaſtics had the king and culling all the good things of the cenk, they 
would. never fix their reſidence but — 4 they might be accomodated not only 
with the conveniences, but the delicacies of life, and their aquatic ruation ſup⸗ 
plied them with plenty of fiſn for their faſting days. 


V. 111. The fine fleec d ſheep, and ox of largeſt breed. Lincolnſhire is PO 
ble for the fineneſs of their wool, and the large breed of cattle. 


V. 113. To faſt delicious on each maig e day. In popiſh countries, days of ab- 
ftinence are called maigre days, from « French. word malgre, | i. e. lean; hence 
the phraſe, faire _— to keep +5 

V. 119. And the bs pgs Nor eyes * cog There is no doubt, but the 
fens and marſhlands olk and lnfhire, were formerly recovered from 
the ſea, which, as it — apon oder a 5 retreated on this. The 
names of places now exiſting, ſuffi RY gw ve this opinion; as Holbeach, in 
Lincolnſhire, and 2 in the iſle of Ely, which altho* now a village of 


no conſequence, deſolated ſtreets and ruined buildings, appears 
to have been Former Abe place, and was no doubt a port cb cone 50 conlidera- 


ble traffick and merc 
V. 3 20. Devouri 8 por Sc. In umitation of Outs Metam. 


graciles gramen carpſere capellæ, 
Nun ibi bi deformes ponunt ſua corpora phoca. 


I. 1. 


( x4 ) 


"The timorous hare, when all appear d a ſca, 
Anxious for life, ſits ſquat upon a tree. 


The partridge, tir d with flight, is glad to drop | 


Her wearied wings upon a willow top. 

No living thing appears, but all is loſt, 

Or driven from th' inhoſpitable coaſt. 

e Unhappy clime! malignant ſtars diſpenſe, 
Oer thy devoted land their influence. 

&« Ev'n when rich plenty ſmiles upon thee moſt, 
« Yet health, that healing balm of life, is loſt. | 
The moory ſoil, the wat'ry atmoſphere, 


With damp, unheaithy moiſture chills the air. 


Thick, ſtinking fogs, and noxious vapours * 
Agues and coughs are epidemical. 

Hence ev'ry face preſented to our view, 
Looks of a pallid or a ſallow hue. 

Nor kindlieſt feaſons theſe complaints redreſs, 
— re * to the Genrvs =O place. 


*. 122, The timorous bare, (fc. eee ; 


Crura nec ablato proſunt velocia ceryo, 
Den diu terris ubi ſidare detur, 
In mare laſſatis volucris vaga deeidit alis. 


125 


130 


135 


Near 


1 


incident. of the hare and the partridge, is a fact that in this 


2 ly Epen d, at Salter s Load, near 


Downham Market, in 
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Near to the bank, in a dark diſmal hut, - 140 

Made of the ſtern of an old ſhatter'd boat, ; 

Pale Fzzrxis ſat—her ſhrivel'd aſpect ſhows 

A ſhocking ſcene of fickneſs, pain and woes: 

She ſhive.'d o'er a cow-dung's ſmoaky fire, 

Squallid her looks and wretched her attire, . 145 

An old blue cloak was o'er her ſhoulders flung, 

Her patch d and tatter d garments round her hung, 

Her hollow eyes with ſcalding rheum look'd red, 

And quiv'ring palſey ſhook her bending head; . 

Catarrhs and intermittings with her dwell, I5e 

And ſuch the poiſon of her loathſom cell, | 

Whene'er ſhe ſtirs abroad ſhe taints the ground, 

And ſpreads the direful peſtilence around. | 
ee ; But 


Norfolk. A large tract of land there, being kept dry by the continual attention 
of the owner, for a month after all the adjacent country was drowned, occaſioned 
the little game in that diſtrict to reſort thither for food and ſecurity, but a ſtorm 
ariſing from the north weſt, broke the bank, and in an inſtant all was over-flown; . 
the people employed to get the ſtack out of the ground took a hare and a par- 
tridge alive from the top of a willew tree. : 


V. 141. Made of the ftery of an old ſhatter d beat. This, altho* made the cave 
of an evil dæmon, is of modern taſte : the ſtern of an old lighter, ornamented 
with ſhell work, makes a handſom alcove ſeat, and is often to be met with in the. 
gardens of the curious. 


(616 


But our Fen- hero her attacks defies, 

Healthy by temp'rance and by exerciſe. 

From early infancy to manhood's prime, 

His conſtitution weathers with the clime. 

But times and ſeaſons are in God's own power, 
He muſt ſubmit, and waits th' approaching hour. 


For now the Bir renx undulates her note, 


Like a deep-mouth'd baſſoon, and ſwells her throat. h 


The ſcreaming ſeamows hover o'er the plain, 
Portentous ſigns of gath'ring ſtorms and rain. 
He ſees the coming flood, he hears the wind, 
And meets his fate with a determin d mind, 


The fudden deluge overflows his ground, 
And his fine ſtock is either ſtary'd or drown'd. 


His barns, wherein his choiceſt grain he ſtores, 
Lets in the water at the folding doors, 
His corn-ricks are half drowned to the top, 
Which like a Symon ſucks the liquor up. 
His ſtacks of hay are ſwimming o'er the mead, 
Vſeleſs to him, his cattle want no feed. 4 


1 


160 


165 


170 


At 


(17 ) | 


At laſt his manſion, whoſe unuſual load. | 
Ill ſuited to the ſoil whereon it ſtood, - 175 
The waters ſapping the foundation round, 
Falls an unwieldy ruin to the ground. 
Whilſt his deſerted cot the ſtorm derides, 
And ſtands ſuperior to the ſwelling tides. 
He ſees an end of all his toil and pain, 
And haſtens to his little hut again. 
Renews his former life, and gets afloat, 
With gun and ſpaniel in his cockle boat, 


3 
V. 174. At laſt bis manſion, Fc. The fen dei a moraſs, will not 
ſupport a foundation of brick or ſtone. This we many buildings therein, 


ſome in ruins, others in a leaning ſituation; icularly a Houſe near Mepal bridge 
in the iſle of Ely, formerly the manſion fo of Captain Fortree, built with ſtud 
work and turf n, inſtead of brick for lightneſs: the remains of ir ſhew it 
to have been an elegant building, and ornaments of ſtucco are ſtill to be ſeen in 
the front, a hanuſom walled-in court yard before; and gardens walledin behind. 
very plainly belonged to it formerly, by the ruins of them now viſible. | 


V. 177. Falls an unwieldy, Fc. Et celſæ graviore caſu, decidunt turres. 
| | et; Hor. Od. 4.1.2. 


V. 183, "With gun and ſpaniel in his cockle boat. This is called a gunning boat, 
,and is not much longer than his gun, which is made of a great 1 to kill at a 
vaſt diſtance. This boat is con very light, that the fen-man- can eaſily 
hawl it over the bank, when he wants to ſail into other waters, in ſearch of fowl; 


in a brilk gale it dances like a cockle ſhell upon the waves. 


(. 18 ) 


He riſes early, and he late takes reſt, N 
And fails intrepid oer the wat' ry waſte; 185 
Waits the return ef &bvi-/eal on the lake, 

And liſtens to. the wild fowls diſtant quack, 

At duſk ſteers homeward with a plenteous freight, 

The crazy veſſel graans beneath the weight, 

A tidy houfe-wife waits his coming home, n 22 
Gets dry apparel and cleans up her room. | 
Prepares a chearful fire, brings out her hoard, 

And ſpreads a homely plenty o'er his board. 

Jo vend her fowl the deareſt marts ſhe tries, 

And with the profit houſehold wants ſupplies. 195 
The capital 's cy'n feaſted with his ſtore, | 
And London carriers whiſtle at his dor. 


Thus 

V. 186. - Waits the return of ſbot-ſeal on the lake. This is a term us'd in the 
fen country to denote the time, that is about ſun ſet, when the wild fowl return 
| from ſea (which they are faid to fly to every day) into the freſh waters. 


Lake, in the fen language, is an open part of the river, or the waters in the fen, 
when a hard froſt ſets in, in a drowned year, to which the wild fowl reſort for food. 


V. 197. And London carriers whiſMe at his. door. As an inſtance of the luxuty 
of the metropolis, there are a ſet of people call'd Kedgers, who, when the coun- 
try can be travelled over, call regularly at the fen-men's houſes to buy their fiſh 
and fowl at a vaſt price, and ſend them up to town, 3 butter- boats, or ſell 
them to the higlers that keep London market. But what is this to the extrava- 
gance of a Norwich weaver, who ſends a ſpecial meſſenger from thence to Cax- 
on, which is near 100 miles, to meet the north country carrier with freſh ſalmon ? 


( x9 ) 


Thus amply he his family maintains, 
And of his change of fortune ſcarce complaings © © 
His varied ſcenes of life, now make him fee, 200 


Nothing is certain, but uncertainty. 

That anxious fears attend our happieſt ſtate, 

And greater grow, as WE are growing great. 

That who - with higher affluence is bleſt, 

Dreads more the loſs of what he is poſſeſt. 205 
That he alone is out of fortune's pow'r, 

Who's ſunk ſo low that he can fink no low'r. 

And who life's comforts without pain would ſhare, 

Muſt very little have to hope or fear, 


That cares and croſſes every ſoul oppreſs, | 210 
And who with patience bears them, makes them leſs. 


That 


V. 198. Thus amply be bis family maintains. It is almoſt incredible to believe, 
what great advantage the ſkilful fen- man makes of his winter ſhooting, in a 
drowned year, and in the following ſummer of his fiſh ; by the ng. bog 


Whittleſea Meer, and other great reſeryoirs of fiſh, the whole country is plen- 
tifully ſtocked with them. | 


The fen-men have a phraſe for this, © that Whittleſea Meer has folded: 
when the waters begin to abate upon the land, the fiſh retire into the dykes and ri- 
vers, and ary quantities are taken: the traffick of fiſh, in general, is very lu- 
crative to theſe people, and a ſingle ſhare of the ſmelt fiſhery, when they come to 
the rivers to ſpawn, has amounted to 500, 
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